POSTER DESIGN FORM

Question 
Write down what you will tell the graphic artist

Target group 


Aim of poster


Where will it be used?


Message


What images or symbols will be used? 


Colors 


Size of poster




Size and type of lettering


Other relevant information


If you reject the design, will there be a fee?


Tips for designing posters and billboards: 

Visibility:

· Make sure that the message is big enough and clear enough to be read from an appropriate distance e.g. from a taxi or car, it must be big enough to read as you move past. You test this by trying it out.

· Keep the design fairly simple. If it has too much detail or is too busy, the main message will be lost.

· Make sure that the colors contrast strongly enough to make reading easy – black and yellow. Lighter colors with black/navy and white may work best. Also make sure the colors do not have inappropriate meanings to the population.

· The lettering size and (font) should be clear and simple – curly writing is more difficult to read. Avoid using capitals or italics. 

Design:

· Not everyone has been trained to design media although computers have made things easier. However, beware of people who have the technical skills but who do not have “an eye” for design.

· Design is a process of selecting visual symbols, words and forms which communicate and add to the message. It also involves choosing colors for these elements. Elements must be placed in or out of balance; contrasts must be created; some areas must be emphasized while other parts are left empty. The size of the poster, and the relative size of lettering and the images must be decided. There are particular ways of doing this that are learnt by practice and evaluation, until one is able to create something that has a visual impact on those that see it and which adds to the message. Media workers have to combine the visual elements and the messages.

· The quality of drawing is very important. It is often better to use simple paper cut out forms than to draw poorly realistic figures if you are not experienced in drawing. 

